Honors Introduction to Spanish Linguistics

Spanish H530

Instructor: John Grinstead

Office: Hagerty 283

Tel: 292-8856

Email: grinstead.11@osu.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday (12:00-2:00PM)

Description: 

Linguistics is the scientific study of human language; that is, it looks for answers to the questions, What do you know when you know a language? and Why are human languages the way they are? This course is an introduction to the main concepts and methods of analysis of linguistics, focusing on Spanish. The first part of the course introduces concepts and techniques of the analysis of sentence structure (syntax), sounds (phonology and phonetics) and word formation (morphology) in Spanish. The course will then examine the interface between this domain of cognitive science and others. To illustrate these aspects of language in a concrete way, the class will have the project of constructing pieces of a new variety of Spanish, "Columbeño", over the course of the quarter.

Required Text: 

· An Introduction to Language,  (7th edition). V. Fromkin, R. Rodman and N. Hyams. Thomson-Heinle.

Other texts to be distributed by the instructor.
Sociolinguistics

· Introducción a la lingüística española, by Milton Azevedo. Second Edition. Chs. 8 & 9

Child Language Acquisition
· Crain, S., & Lillo-Martin, D. C. (1999). An introduction to linguistic theory and language acquisition. Malden, Mass.: Blackwell Publishers. Chs. 1-5.

Bilingualism
· Romaine, S. (1999). Bilingual language development. In The development of language. Ed. Martyn Barrett. Psychology Press, Hove, UK. Pp. 251-176.
Language and Spatial Cognition
· Landau, Barbara, & Jackendoff, Ray. (1993). "what" and "where" in spatial language and spatial cognition. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 16(2), 217-238.

Language and Number
· Grinstead, John, MacSwan, Jeff, Curtiss, Susan, & Gelman, Rochel. (1998). The independence of language and number. Proceedings of the Annual Boston University Conference on Language Development, 22(1), 303-313.

Language and Special Populations
· Ardila, A. (2001). The manifestation of aphasic symptoms in Spanish. Journal of Neurolinguistics, 14(2-4), 337-347.

· Bedore, L., & Leonard, L. (2001). Grammatical morphology deficits in Spanish-speaking children with specific language impairment. Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research, 44(4), 905-924.

· Leonard, L. B. (1997). Children with specific language impairment. Cambridge: MIT Press. (Chapters 2 & 4).

· Lord, C., Risi, S., & Pickles, A. (2004). Trajectory of language development in autistic spectrum disorders. In M. L. Rice & S. F. Warren (Eds.), Developmental language disorders: From phenotypes to etiologies (pp. 7-30). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

· Paradis, M. (2001). The need for awareness of aphasia symptoms in different languages. Journal of Neurolinguistics, 14(2-4), 85-91.
Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp) or contact Student Affairs at 292-9334 for more information.
Disability Statement: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue. For more information you contact the Office for Disability Services at 292-3307, TDD 292-0901 or visit their web page at http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu.

Grading:

Homework:


20%

Midterm:


20%

Final:



20%

Paper:



35%
Columbeño


5%

Grading Scale:

	POINT BREAKDOWN
	GRADE

	93-100
	A

	90-92
	 A-

	87-89
	 B+

	83-86
	B

	80-82
	 B-

	77-79
	 C+

	73-76
	C

	70-72
	 C-

	67-69
	 D+

	63-66
	D

	60-62
	 D-

	59 or below
	F


Homework:

Assignments are due 1 week after they are assigned. Written assignments must be typed or done by computer (with the exception of tree diagrams, phonetic transcriptions and the like, which may be completed using ink), double spaced with a 12-point font and 1-inch margins. Phonetic fonts (not obligatory) are avaiable for free download from the Summer Institute of Linguistics’ website.

Exams: 

There will be a take-home midterm and a take-home final. The final exam will be comprehensive. There will be no make-up exams, unless students give the instructor sufficient justification in writing for their absence. 
Columbeño: 

In this assignment, students are asked to make regular contributions to the development of a new dialect of Spanish, which varies along the dimensions studied in the class (phonology, phonetics, morphology, syntax and sociolinguistics). For example, while we are studying phonology, students will be given the assignment of deciding what the phonemic inventory of Columbeño will be and which phonological processes it will have (e.g. aspiration of final /s/, deletion of intervocalic voiced fricatives, etc.). Similarly, while we are studying syntax, the students will decide which constructions from Spanish syntax our dialect will have (e.g. the presence/absence of subject-verb inversion in questions and expletive negation in 'until' clauses) and while we study morphology, they will decide what our subject-verb agreement paradigm will be like (e.g. whether to include vosotros, vos, etc.). Finally, when we cover sociolinguistics the students will decide on whether and what kind of variation our language will have (geographic, gender, age, etc.).

The construction of Columbeño will be decided by vote. Every day for the first six weeks of class, pairs of students will present alternatives for how each of these particular axes of variation could be configured. After explaining their proposals to the class, the class will vote on which they prefer, which will be entered into our in-progress grammatical description, an updated version of which will be distributed to the class every week. Students will be assigned dates to present their proposals at the beginning of the quarter.
Paper:
Students will develop a research question, in conjunction with the instructor, relating to a topic in the study of language and cognition, which can be investigated uniquely from the perspective of Spanish. The paper may be written utilizing a variety of approaches including: critical review of literature, an L1, L2 or bilingual acquisition study using already collected data, an aspect of Columbeño,  or students may design their own language experiment. The paper may be done individually or in pairs/groups, subject to instructor approval. The paper is due the final day of class (Thursday of 10th week). Students will be asked to give a 10 minute summary presentation of their papers the last day of class.

* This syllabus is subject to change; if you have to miss a class, make sure to check with your classmates for last-minute changes.

Course Schedule

	Week
	Tuesday
	Topic
	Thursday
	Topic

	0
	
	Introduction
	9/23
	Morphology – Ch. 3

	1
	9/28
	Morphology – Ch. 3
	9/30
	Morphology – Ch. 3

HW 1

	2
	10/5
	Syntax – Ch. 4
	10/7
	Syntax – Ch. 4

HW 1 Due

	3
	10/12
	Syntax – Ch. 4

HW 2
	10/14
	Phonetics – Ch. 6

	4
	10/19
	Phonology – Ch. 6

HW 2 Due
	10/21
	Phonology – Ch. 6



	5
	10/26
	Phonology – Ch. 6

Midterm
	10/28
	Phonology – Ch. 6

	6
	11/2
	Sociolinguistics – Azevedo Chs. 8 & 9

Midterm Due
	11/4
	Child Language Acquisition – Crain & Lillo-Martin Chs. 1-5

	7
	11/9
	Child Language Acquisition – Crain & Lillo-Martin Chs. 1-5
HW 3
	11/11
	Bilingualism – Romaine (1999)

	8
	11/16
	Language in Special Populations – Bedore & Leonard (2001), Leonard (1997)
HW 3 Due
	11/18
	Language in Special Populations – Lord, Risi & Pickles (2004), Paradis (2001), Ardila (2001)

	9
	11/23
	Language and Spatial Cognition – Landau & Jackendoff (1993)
	11/25
	No Class

Thanksgiving

	10
	11/30
	Language and Number -Grinstead et al (1998) - Final Distributed
	12/2
	Presentations

Paper Due

	Finals
	12/8
	Final Due
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